
  

 

“The Cleveland Grays: An Urban Military Company 1837-1919” 

A Talk by Dr. George N. Vourlojianis of Beachwood, Ohio 

Shelter House, Fred Fuller Park, Kent 

Tuesday, November 10, 2026, at 7:00 P.M. 

 

Founded in 1837, the Cleveland Grays were an independent volunteer military company. The Grays saw 

active military service throughout the Civil War, during violent urban labor unrest, the Spanish-American War 

and the First World War. As one of the oldest military organizations west of the Allegheny Mountains, the 

Grays impacted Cleveland's and Ohio's economic, political and social development. 

 

George N. Vourlojianis earned his doctorate in history, with specialization in the Slavery Controversy and 

the Civil War, from Kent State University. After presenting history classes at Kent State and Lorain County 

Community College, Vourlojianis joined the faculty at John Carroll University. At Carroll he presents courses 

on the Second World War, U.S. Military History, the Vietnam War and Gettysburg Battlefield Staff Ride. He is 

the recipient of four distinguished teaching awards and has written two books on Ohio's military history. He and 

his wife Sally reside in Beachwood, Ohio. 

 

PLEASE NOTE THE NEW STARTING TIME AND SEQUENCE OF EVENTS BEGINNING IN 

NOVEMBER. THE BUSINESS PORTION OF THE MEETING WILL BEGIN AT 7:00 PM, LASTING UP 

TO 20 MINUTES. A SHORT BREAK FOR REFRESHMENTS WILL FOLLOW, WITH THE PROGRAM 

PORTION OF THE MEETING BEGINNING AT 7:30 PM. 

 

Also note, Ruth, our treasurer, will begin collecting dues for 2027 at our November meeting. 

 

 
Cleveland Grays’ Armory – vintage postcard 



November 19, 1863: Lincoln Delivers the Gettysburg 
Address 
 
Excerpted from https://the-american-catholic.com/2025/11/19/november-19-1863-lincoln-delivers-
the-gettysburg-address/   

 
Presidents during their presidencies make hundreds of speeches.  Most are utterly forgotten 

soon after they are delivered.  Even most of the speeches by a president who is also a skilled 
orator, as Lincoln was, are recalled only by historians and trivia buffs.  Yet the Gettysburg 
address has achieved immortality. 

 
Lincoln was invited to say a few words at the dedication of the Soldiers’ National Cemetery in 

Gettysburg on November 19, 1863.  The featured speaker was Edward Everett, one of the most 
accomplished men in American public life, who gave a two hour oration.  It is a fine example of 
nineteenth century oratory, full of learning, argument and passion.  It may seem very odd to 
contemplate in our sound bite age, but audiences in America in Lincoln’s time expected these 
type of lengthy excursions into eloquence and felt cheated when a speaker skimped on either 
length or ornateness in his efforts. 

 
Lincoln then got up and spoke for two minutes. 
 
We are not really sure what Lincoln said.  There are two drafts of the speech in Lincoln’s 

hand, and they differ from each other.  It is quite likely that neither reflects precisely the words 
that Lincoln used in the Gettysburg Address.  For the sake of simplicity, and because it is the 
version people usually think of when reference is made to the Gettysburg address, the text used 
here is the version carved on the walls of the Lincoln Memorial.  

 
Fourscore and seven years ago our fathers brought forth on this continent a new nation, 

conceived in liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal. Now we are 
engaged in a great civil war, testing whether that nation, or any nation so conceived and so 
dedicated, can long endure. We are met on a great battle- field of that war. We have come to 
dedicate a portion of that field as a final resting-place for those who here gave their lives that this 
nation might live. It is altogether fitting and proper that we should do this. But, in a larger sense, 
we cannot dedicate…we cannot consecrate…we cannot hallow…this ground. The brave men, living 
and dead, who struggled here, have consecrated it far above our poor power to add or detract. 
The world will little note nor long remember what we say here, but it can never forget what they 
did here. It is for us, the living, rather, to be dedicated here to the unfinished work which they 
who fought here have thus far so nobly advanced. It is rather for us to be here dedicated to the 
great task remaining before us…that from these honored dead we take increased devotion to that 
cause for which they gave the last full measure of devotion; that we here highly resolve that these 
dead shall not have died in vain; that this nation, under God, shall have a new birth of freedom; 
and that government of the people, by the people, for the people, shall not perish from the earth.  

 
Here was the masterpiece of Lincoln’s passion for concise, almost terse, argument.  No doubt 

many in the audience were amazed when Lincoln sat down, probably assuming that this was a 
preamble to his main speech. 
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