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Portage County Democrat 
Wednesday, June 7, 1865, page 3.


                                                     The follow-

ing committee was appointed to procure a monument 
in honor of the sons of Nelson who have fallen in the 
battles of the Union : Homer Mills, E. E. Taylor, Al- 
bert Mills,   Cyrenus   Crawford,   W.  R.  Knowlton.   

Those having lost friends  are  requested to fur-

nish the committee with all the data they have of time 
of death & e.

Portage County Democrat 
Wednesday, June 28, 1865, page 3.


   THE NELSON MONUMENT FUND has now received 
subscriptions amounting to about $1040.  The Com- 
mittee  has  been  enlarged  and  now  stands  viz  A. 
Mills,   W.  R.  Knowlton,  C.  C. Fuller,  E.  E.  Taylor, 

   C. Crawford, Homer Mills.






Portage County Democrat 
Wednesday, July 19, 1865, page 3.


NELSON 

   THE FOURTH — On Wednesday evening pre-   
vious to the 4th. at a public meeting, it was determin-          
ed to have a Pic Nic welcome to the returned soldiers 
at the Ledges, on “the day we celebrate.”  Being so 
far from Ravenna, and having so much occasion for 
“doings” at home, the people hope to  be pardoned 
for not participating in the grand celebration there.

   C. C. Fuller Esq., was chosen President of the day: 
the Declaration was read by B. F. Stow : L. C. Stock- 
well delivered an appropriate address of welcome to 
the returned soldiers; O. A. Taylor Esq., pronounc     
ed the oration ; Rev. B. Fenn and Roscoe Newberry 
read poems suitable to the occasion.  An impromptu 
band added much to the interest of the exercises. Im- 
mediatley after adjournment for dinner the rain pre- 
vented further exercises.    The  following are the 
brave sons of Nelson, who three years ago became 
members of the 104th regiment : A. W. Mills, Wil 

H. Lewis,  Wm. Phillips, David White, R. B. Fenn,

O. B. Payne, E. O. Harrington, Fred. Wolcott, L. C. 
Cox, Alfred Johnson, Willard Bancroft, Edward 
Beardsley, O. B. Seamans, Chas. Camp, Chas. Ball, 
Wm.  T. Severns,  Joseph Mitchell,   A. B. Foster,  W. 

L Sperry, Origen Adams, B. F. Stocum, Geo. A. Hos 
kin,  A. H. Button, Lafayette Holcomb, Franklin R. 
Mills, Geo M. Withers, John Kelley, Hiram Selby, 
Johnathan Walton, Henry Yeigley, Capt. M. C. Hor- 
ton, Capt E. B.  Tracy.   Of these all have returned 
save Capt. M. C. Horton,  Lt. Origen Adams,  L. C. 
Cox; Geo. A. Hoskins, Hiram Selby, Henry Yeighley

While sorrowfully we mourn the fallen, gladly we do 
greet the survivors with the plaudit “well done, good 
and faithful servants.

More of the Nelson soldiers are expected home soon.



 

   Portage County Democrat 
Wednesday, September 6, 1865, page 3. 

     SOLDIERS’ MONUMENTS. — The township of 
Nelson is leading off in the good work of erecting a 
monument to their soldiers whose lives were lost during 
the war.  The monument for that township has been 
ordered at the works of Fox & Mills, in Ravenna.  Its 
height will be some sixteen feet from the base to the top 
of the shaft.   The shaft will be ornamented with the 
army and navy coat of arms and surmounted with an 
elaborately carved eagle.  Messers Fox & Mills have sev- 
eral monuments in progress, among the number one for  
Youngstown.  They have secured the services of an 
eminent sculptor—Mr. John O’Brine, who carved Perry’s 
Monument at Cleveland—and are thus enabled to exe 
cute  this class of work in the best style.   The bust of 
the eagle for the Nelson Monument was shown us on 
Monday, and in every respect it is an unexceptionable 
work of art    Mr. O’Brine also  has in progress a bust of 
a private soldier to be used as a headpiece on township 
monuments.   This will be a most appropriate emblem 
for the purpose, and under the practiced chisel of the 
sculptor will be both elegant  and ornamental.   It is to 
be hoped all the townships will take steps to secure 
monuments for their soldiers, emulating the example of 
Nelson.  A great inducement is presented  to do so in 
the fact that the work can be done at home as well as 
anywhere, and all the expense attending a foreign order 
for a monument saved.  Look in at Fox & Mills and see 
the work now in progress in their hands.  






   Portage County Democrat 
Wednesday, September 13, 1865, page 3. 

  SUMMARY OF VOLUNTEERS NELSON HAS FURNISHED FOR 
THE WAR — Three Years Men. —  M. C. Horton,*  E. E. 
Tracy,+  Arthur Adams,$ G. B. Russell,* Geo. Smith, C. 
W. Goodsell,# W. M. Perry, J. B. Northrop,# Geo. M. 
Caldwell,$ S. M. Pritchard,$ Chas. Wheeler, A. B. 
Wheeler, Jacob McKinney,# Samual M. Tuller,* W. W. 
Rogers,* W. W. Hobart, Frank Fowler,# S. B. McEl-           
wain, Samual King, John Moreley, W. S. Reed,+# T. S. 
Seamons,# (re-enlisted) Lawrence Squires,+# Warren 
Squires, David Peterman,+ Harry H. Wheeler,# (re-en- 
listed) J. W. Searles,$ O. F. Hoskins,# (re-enlisted) John 
Pixley,# Albert Bennett,* Leland Merwin,# Daniel Hart- 
man,$ Albert E. Goodsell, Wm. Hewitt, John Francis, 
Joshua Richards, Freeman Darling, Levi Carver,# O. R. 
Millard, John Merwin, Benj. Fowler,$ Geo Ghoist,$ Ed- 
ward Addis,# R. B. Atwood, Lorenzo Manley, Theodore 
Bancroft, John Hewit, Joseph Bard,* John Ashald, Si- 
eon Shorts, Emory Wheelock, A.  W.  Miner, A. B. 
Case,# (re-enlisted) Fayette Ball, Ezra Fowler, A. W. 
Mills, W. H. Lewis, W. L. Phiollips, David White, R. B. 
Fenn, O. B. Paine, E. O. Harrington, Fred  Woolcut, L. 
C. Cox,$ Alfred Johnson, Willard Bancroft, Ed. Beards- 
ley, O. B. Seamans, Chas. Camp, Chas. Ball, W. T. Sev- 
erance, Joseph Mitchell, A. B. Foster, W. L. Sperry, 
Origen Adams,* B. F. Strenn, Geo. A. Hoskins,$ A. H. 
Button, L. Holcomb, Frank R. Mills, Geo. M. Withers, 
John Kelley, Hiram Selby,$  J Walton,  Frank Fales, C. 
D. Beardsley, Tod Merwin, Harrison Ellenwood, Jas. E. 
Downey,$ John Pelcher, W. W. Baldwin, J. Lintin,$ So- 
lon Darling, Shelly Warren $

——-

* killed; + wounded; # discharged; $ died

One years men—Frederick Bills, Jas. Walton, Marcus 
Bancroft.

Hundred days men—O. D. Freeman, Van. B. Merwin.

Drafted for nine months in 1862—C. C. Fuller, C. Bald- 
win, Henry Fowler, Jason Pritchard, S. N. Leach, S. M 
Pritchard, Thos Hiddleson, T.S. Seamans.  None served 
in person except Mr. Seamans.

Drafted in 1864 — W.  H. Nicholson, W.  P. Knowlton,    
D. C. Johnson, David Shores, Gillett Griffin.  All of the 
above payed commutation, except Shorts.

  The balance of the men representing Nelson, in the 
field were hired by the township from other localities.  
Several Nelsonians have been in Government employ 
from three to six months, and some served in the army 
for three months, among these latter are Hiram Horton, 
oscoe Mowbray, Edward Bills, J. S. Littlebrant, B. O. 
Barber, Chauncey Fuller.






 

   Portage County Democrat 
Wednesday, October 25, 1865, page 3. 

   SOLDIER’S MONUMENT.—The foundation for the Nel- 
son Soldier’s Monument has been completed, and 
the marble column, now being prepared by Fox & 
Mills at Ravenna, will  be placed   in   position  early  
in November at which time exercises suitable to such 
an occasion will transpire and addresses made by 
able speakers.


 Portage County Democrat 
Wednesday, November 22, 1865, page 3. 

   DEDICATION OF THE NELSON MONUMENT — 

The monument erected by the citizens of Nelson in 
honor of the memory of their fallen soldiers will be 
dedicated at the center of that township upon Tuesday 
next, Nov. 28th.    The exercises of the  occasion  will. 
be of peculiar interest, but the touching duty will be 
performed by the good people of Nelson,  who in this 
as  in  all  other   matters   at   all  connected   with the

the  late  war,   have their  hearts  in the work.  The

ceremonies will commence at 10 o’clock A. M.



Portage County Democrat,  
Wednesday, December 6, 1865, page 3. 

HONOR TO THE BRAVE! 
——— * ——— 

The Nelson Soldiers’ Monument 
——— * — — — 

FORMALLY DEDICATED 
——— * — — — 

Tuesday, November 28th 
— — — * — — —  

NELSON’S WAR RECORD 
— — — * — — —  

When the battle cry of Freedom first 
sounded throughout the land, the young patriots of 
Nelson gallantly responded to the call.  Their 
puritan ancestry and Republican education made 
the cause of their country dear to their hearts.  
They loved and honored the Flag of the Union, and 
when its pure destiny was menaced they sprang to 
arms, resolved to do or die under its starry folds.  
Many a bloody field has attested their devotion, 
and many a noble life, from out the band of heroes, 
has been added to the loyal sacrifice by which the 
national life has been snatched from the ignoble 
destiny, in which traitors, by force of arms, sought 
to envelope it.

	 When the young men went forth to battle, 
those who remained behind, pledged them their 
most generous countenance.  Faithfully has this 
pledge been kept.  In season, and out of season 
have the Nelsonians been watchful for the welfare 
of their brave and devoted sons.  None have done 
this duty more zealously and generously.  As they 
cheered and comforted and succored the living so 
now, after the consummation of the great and dire 
contest, have they come to honor their dead.


NELSON VOLUNTEERS


	 In April 1861 a company of three months 
volunteers was organized in Nelson — chiefly 
composed of the young men of that township — 
and Marcus C. Horton was chosen Captain.  The 
Company however did not go into service, but a 
majority promptly enlisted for three years service or 
the war, following the example of their Captain, 
who volunteered as a private in Co. F, 7th regiment.  
During the war Nelson furnished one hundred and 
fifteen volunteers, being represented in the 
following regiments by the number of men stated




	 7th Infantry 16; 23rd 6: 41st 9; 42nd 1; 
72nd 3; 104th 31; 105th 1; 171st (O. N. G.) 10; 2nd 
Cavalry 8; 12th 1; 6th 13; Artillery 8; 6th U.S.C. 3; 
Navy 2; In addition to the above, thirteen persons 
were drafted during the war, nine of whom served 
either in person or by substitute, four only paying 
commutation.  The names of all of the above were 
published in the Democrat of September 13th.

	 In June 1861 a Soldiers’ Aid Society was 
organized in Nelson, the following ladies being 
chosen officers thereof: Mrs. B. Fenn President, 
Mrs. Clarissa Clark Vice Pres’t, Miss Calista Gale, 
Secretary, Miss Amelia McCall, Treasurer.  This 
society worked vigorously during the war and was 
the instrumentality of great good.


THE SOLDIERS MONUMENT


	 At a meeting of the citizens of Nelson, held 
in June last, it was resolved to erect a monument 
to the memory of the Nelson soldiers who had 
fallen in battle or died while in service.  To 
accomplish this, the following were appointed a 
committee to execute the trust: Willard R. 
Knowlton, C C Fuller, Edward E. Taylor, Albert 
Mills, Cyrenus Crawford, Homer Mills.  A fund of 
one thousand two hundred and sixty-six dollars 
was secured, and a contract made with Messers 
Fox and Mills of Ravenna to construct the 
monument.  The monument was completed and 
delivered to the committee Nov. 24th, and upon 
Monday the 27th int. placed in position upon the 
north east corner of the village square, with its 
main face to the west, preparatory to the 
dedicatory exercise on the 28th.

	 The monument s tands , f rom the 
sandstone base, sixteen feet high.  It is of pure 
white marble, the pedestal is two feet square and 
thirty-two inches high the die is ??? feet high, 
twenty inches square at the base, gracefully 
tapering to eighteen inches at the top — this is 
surmounted by a cap twelve inches high,above 
which is an elaborately carved eagle sixteen 
inches high holding in its left talon a cannon ball.  
The national arms and inscription are handsomely 
cut upon the principal face of the column, and 
upon the other sides are carved the names of 
those in whose honor the monument is erected.  
The workmanship of the monument is elaborate 
and elegant and in its whole construction it is 
beautifully appropriate.



ERECTED BY THE CITIZENS


OF NELSON


To the memory of 


HER SOLDIERS


WHO FELL IN THE DEFENCE OF THEIR


COUNTRY IN THE


WAR OF THE REBELLION

  The following inscriptions are also recorded upon 
the tablet


KILLED IN BATTLE,


Capt. M. C. Horton, Co. D. 104th O.V.I. Dallas Ga. 
May 28, 1864, age 26 years.


Lieut. O. Adams, Co. D. 104th O.V.I. Atlanta, Ga. 
July 20, 1864, aged 27 years.


Arthur Adams, Co. F. 7th O.V.I. Cedar Mountain, Va. 
August 9, 1862 aged 21 years.


G. R. Russel, Co. F. 7th O.V.I. Cedar Mountain, Va. 
August 9, 1862, aged 23 years.


N. Hartmann, Co. H. 105th O.V.I. Perryville, Ky. 
October 8, 1862, aged 20 years.


S. R. Tuller, 7th O.V.I. Chancellorsville, Va. May 2, 
1863, aged 21 years.


DIED OF WOUNDS,


Lieut. E. B. Buel, Co. K. 2nd O.V.C. at Washington, 
June 9, 1864, aged 26 years.


Joseph Bard, Co. K. 41st O.V.I. at Shiloh, May 8, 
1862, aged 42 years.


Wm. W. Rodgers, Co. G. 7th O.V.I. at Port Republic 
Va., June 30, 1862, aged 23 years.


Albert Bennett, Co. C. 2nd O.V.C. at Washington, 
July 2, 1864, aged 23 years.


	 THE INSCRIPTIONS


The following is the dedicatory inscription:



DIED OF DISEASE.


Benj. Fowler, Jr. Co. K. U.S.C. at Washington January 
15, 1862, aged 17 years.


J.R. Searles, Co. D. 23 d O.V.I. at Raleigh Va. March 28, 
1863, aged 23 years.


D. Hartman, Co. D. 2nd O.V.IC. at Fort Scott, Kansas, 
Sept. 11, 1862, aged 19 years.


Wm. H. Bridenbaugh, Co. F. 2nd O.V.C. at Fort Scott, 
Kansas, Oct. 9, 1862, aged 23 years.


Geo. Ghoist, Co. K. 6th U.S.C. at home, March 9, 1863, 
aged 21 years.


L. C. Cox, Co. D. 104th O.V.I. at Knoxville, Tenn. Jan. 15, 
1864, aged 23 years. 

S. M. Prichard, Co. F. 7th O.V.I. at home, Jan. 28, 1864, 
aged 24 years.


J. Linton, 6th O.V.C. at Cleveland, Jan. 28, 1864, aged 
32 years.


H. Strong, Co. I. 171st O. N. G. at home, Aug. 28, 1864, 
aged 30 years.


J. Hartman, Co. E. 12th O. V. C. at Camp Nelson, Ky. 
Oct. 6, 1864, aged 19 years.


Geo. A. Hoskins, Co. D. 104th O.V.I. at home, Oct. 23, 
1864, aged 30 years.


J. Dovoney, 6th O.V.C. at home, June 16, 1864, aged 30 
years.


S. Warren, 2nd O.V.C. at Vicksburg, Miss. Sept. 10, 
1864, aged 24 years.


H. Selby, Co. D. 104th O.V.I. at Chattanooga, Tenn. Nov. 
17, 1864, aged 29 years.


A. A. Wheeler, 6th O.V.C. at home, May 15, 1865, aged 
30 years.


	 This completes the record of  mortality among 
the volunteers of Nelson, and though the bodies of many 
of them, moulder in patriot graves, in the once sunny 
south, those for whom they did battle hold them in loved 
remembrance, and thus have sought to do them lasting 
honor.




THE CEREMONIES


Of the dedication took place under the direction of the 
committee who chose C. C. Tuller as Marshal.  The 
exercises transpired in accordance with the following 
programme:

1-Forming procession at monument, led by Band. 

2-Reading report of Nelson Volunteers by Homer 	
	 Mills.

3-Reading Report of Treasurer of Committee by 

	 W. R. Knowlton.

4-March to M. E. Church.

5-Music by the Band.

6-Prayer by Rev. A. Barris.

7-Music by Glee Club

8-Dedicatory Oration by Rev. J. Peate of Warren.

9-Music by Band.

10-Address by W. O. Forrist, of Warren.

11-Music by Glee Club.

12-Address by Alphonso Hart, of Ravenna.

13-Martial Music.

14-Poem by Rev. B. Fenn.

15-Resolutions of thanks to ???——???, to the 
sculptors Messers. Fox & O’Brine, to the Speakers 
and to the Band and Glee Club.

16-Dismissal of the people.

	 These exercises were fraught throughout with 
impressive interest, and scarce anything could have 
been added to have given greater value to the 
occasion.  The oration of Mr. Peate was eloquent and 
touching, and the remarks of the other speakers 
happily adapted to the occasion.  The attendance was 
so large that a portion of the people were ???——??? 
gain comfortable ??? ——??? to the church where the 
chief exercises took place.  It was decided upon this 
occasion to enclose the monument with a suitable 
fence and the the funds necessary for the purpose put 
in the hands of the committee, and after this last ???? 
their duties will have been all and well performed.

	 Thus has Nelson done its last public duty in 
connection with the war.  There are still mourners by 
many firesides, and the sympathy of the past will 
be ???——??? to them in the future, for a people who 
have proven themselves possessed of so generous an 
appreciation of patriotism can never forget those who 
have lost most and suffered most so deeply.



